Streptococcus pneumoniae	( Pneumococcus )


Alpha hemolytic strep (the green strep)


Most serious infection by S. pneumo is pneumonia


Pneumococcal pneumonia


Sudden onset, shaking chills and fever, pleural pain, dyspnea, productive cough ( "Rusty sputum" ) blood tinged


Leukocytosis very high	35,000 to 50,000


Incubation period I - 3 days sometimes a bit longer Mode of transmission - airborne droplets from mouth and nose


Important cause of death in infants and elderly.


Treatment - penicillin


Prior to penicillin - fatality rate 20 - 40%





